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NEDLANDS BY-ELECTION 

5. Mr McRAE to the Premier: 
Has the Premier decided on a date for the Nedlands by-election? 

Dr GALLOP replied: 
As members of the House will be aware, Hon Richard Court, the member for Nedlands and the former Premier 
of Western Australia, resigned last Friday.  As you know, Mr Speaker, our political system contains an 
adversarial element and we disagreed with many of Mr Court’s policies and programs.  However, Richard 
Court’s capacity for hard work, demonstrated by his participation and victory in two state elections and in his 
role as Premier of Western Australia for two terms, is beyond question, as was his commitment to the State of 
Western Australia and its people.  On behalf of the Government, I congratulate Richard Court on a very worthy 
parliamentary career and for his contribution to Western Australian politics as the Premier of this State.  

Members on this side of the House do not want to deny the good people of Nedlands a representative in the 
Legislative Assembly.  It is important that they have a representative in here to take up issues and concerns.  

I note with interest comments made in the Press by the Australian Democrats and a number of academics that the 
cost of the by-election, which is expected to be approximately $100 000, should be borne by Mr Court or the 
Liberal Party.  However, when a person such as the former Premier resigns, it is appropriate that a by-election be 
held.  There is nothing improper about that.  It is part and parcel of the democratic process.  I do not think those 
costs should be borne by Mr Court or the Liberal Party.  

I am interested in the views of members opposite on this matter.  In 1994, the annual state conference of the 
Liberal Party, which was working itself into a lather on this issue, passed a motion requiring members leaving 
Parliament in such circumstances to use part of their superannuation payout to help pay for the ensuing by-
election.  The new Leader of the Opposition has said that he will keep in touch with the rank and file of the 
Liberal Party.  If my assumption is correct that they passed that motion at the conference, will the Leader of the 
Opposition move to ask Mr Court to repay the expenses of the by-election from his superannuation payout?  Is it 
Liberal Party policy?  He should answer the question; he has claimed that he will be in touch with his rank and 
file in the Liberal party.  

Mr Barnett interjected. 

Dr GALLOP:  He does not have a position on it.  

I am very pleased to announce that a by-election for the seat of Nedlands will be held on 9 June. 
 


